
Calculation of Final Letter Grades: Cutoffs vs. Numerical 
 
Consider a course evaluation which consists of an Assignment (40% weight) and an Exam (60%). 
 
In Example1, a student scores in terms of raw marks 98/120 (assignment) and 169/210 (exam). 
In terms of raw marks, the student expects a final letter grade of an A. However, the raw mark 
is merely used to rank students in the class, and it is the cutoffs that determine the letter grade; 
thus, via cutoffs the student scores a B+  for the assignment (rather than an A) and a B+ for the 
exam (rather than an A). The final Letter Grade for this student is thus a B+.  
 

 
 
Note that the Final cutoffs are calculated from the individual cutoffs in the same way. For 
example, the final cutoff for a Letter Grade of an A+ is  
95.24 =((C19/120)*0.4+ (D19/210)*0.6)*100. 
 
The final cutoff for a Letter Grade of an A is 83 =((C20/120)*0.4+ (D20/210)*0.6)*100. 
 
In Example2, the student expects a final Letter Grade of an E (fail) but in fact passes with a D.  
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