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What is Silk Road?
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• Online black market.

• Best known as a platform for selling illegal drugs and 
gun to personal data and even malware and etc.

• Only accessible through Tor browser.

• People used silk road because it reduced the risk in 
drug dealing and made the transaction anonymous 
on both ends.
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How it came into existence?
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• The founder, Ross William Ulbricht, was a self taught 
Computer Programmer.

• Studied at University of Texas, where he studied 
physics

• Tried to start his own book-selling company, Good 
wagon book, after failing at day trading 

• Discovered bitcoin in 2010
• He wanted to create an economic simulation to give 

people a firsthand experience of what it would be like 
to live in a world without the systemic use of force

• He was known as Dread Pirate Roberts on the forums
6



How to access Silk Road?
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• Buyers must use Tor software which anonymizes 
internet connections.

• Tor creation was sponsored by the United States 
Naval Research Lab for political communication.

• Impossible to located servers where the website is 
hosted.
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• Cryptographic technology called Bitcoin (also know as 
crypto currency).

• Bitcoin is a digital currency. It's completely anonymous.

• Bitcoin they are produced by people and aren't printed 
like dollar or euros.

Problem of arranging payment
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How the Whole Process Works?
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The Fall
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• Seizure of the Drug Wonderland by FBI along with other 
govt. organizations and European Law enforcement 
agencies.

• A state of Panic, fear and worry amongst the users all over 
the globe.

• Ross William Ulbricht, the mastermind behind the Dark 
Market was sentenced to life prison for money laundering, 
computer hacking, traffic narcotics and an attempting to 
have people killed.

• A big downfall for the Drug Lords.
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Ups and Downs

• A cycle of downfall for the both sellers and buyers.

• A great impact of the seizure on USD/Bitcoin 
Exchange Rate.

• A bitter taste of victory for the competitors but it 
eventually led to takedown of other such markets.

• A never ending search for an alternative.
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Resurrection and Demise

• A series inheritance of the Dark Market.

• The rise of the direct successor and the takedown of 
SilkRoad 2.0

• Competitors looking to capitalize for the Brand name.

• SilkRoad 3.0 is the current version of the infamous 
market 
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Conclusion

• SilkRoad, A Darknet Drug Marketplace.

• Use of untraceable networking procedures for 
communication and the use of Bit Coins for transection 
purposes.

• Advisable to stay away from any type of activities,
which may potentially lead you into serious trouble.

16



SOURCES & REFERENCES

• http://silkroaddrugs.org/silkroad/

• http://www.newsweek.com/2015/02/27/silk-road-hell-307732.html

• http://mashable.com/2013/10/02/silk-road-drug-dealer-interview/#C6FAYP6L9Gqi

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road_(marketplace)

17

http://silkroaddrugs.org/silkroad/
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/02/27/silk-road-hell-307732.html
http://mashable.com/2013/10/02/silk-road-drug-dealer-interview/%23C6FAYP6L9Gqi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road_(marketplace)


Q1: Why the Tor Software was created initially?
A: Initially it was created for Political Activists around the world to send messages.

Q2: What was Silk Road best known for?
A: It was known for buying and selling illegal items online.

Q3: What was the operation that led to the takedown of Silk Road?
A: The operation was called “Operation Onymous” and it was executed by FBI along 

with other American and European Law Enforcement Agencies.

Q/A
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